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Literature Review on the Issues of Proper Scale
Management of Farmland in China

XU Qing, YIN Rong-liang
Institute of Finance and Economics, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433,China

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to conduct comprehensive review on relevant studies on proper scale
management of Chinese farmland by Chinese and foreign scholars, so as to provide several directions for further
researches on the issue. Methods employed are documentary data analysis and comparison. The results indicate that
Chinese scholars mostly focused on the necessity, status, evaluation standard and proper scale of management, etc.;
while the foreign scholars usually emphasized on the returns of scale management through the perspective of
input-output calculation. Besides, there are still debates on whether the farmland management can achieve the
so-called scale economy and no agreement has been reached yet by either Chinese or foreign scholars. It is concluded
that researches on the proper scale management of farmland have important and profound meanings for the realization
of the so-called “second leap of agricultural development in China”.
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