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ABSTRACTS

Why the Total Fertility Rate of 2010 Population Census Is so Low? Guo Zhigang * 2 -

The total fertility rate of 2010 population census hits a new low record. Careful analysis shows that such a new low fer—
tility rate is mainly resulted from the declined fertility rate in first parity despite the slightly increased fertility rates in second
order and over. The total fertility rate at first parity has fallen the most among the rural residents due to remarkably post—
poned age of marriage or child-bearing, so ever larger percentage of unmarried women in their bearing age helps to depress
the fertility rate at first parity. After excluding the parity structural effect of women, measured with the progressive fertility
rates, the levels of the 2010 census have kept almost the same as those in year 2005. Therefore, fertility decline in the latest
census cannot be simply attributed to under—reported births. In addition, the latest census turns out that the life fertility rate
is around 1.5, almost reaching to the requirement of current fertility policy.

Dynamics of the Population Sex Structure in Contemporary China Li Shuzhuo Guo Zhen +11-

Using data from the six population censuses, this paper mainly reviews trends, patterns and driving forces of the popu—
lation structure in contemporary China. The paper adopts demographic decomposition method to decompose the dynamics of
the population sex ratio into three factors—sex ratio at birth, sex differential in mortality, and population age structure. The
results indicate that sex differential in mortality has little influence on high population sex ratio and started to decline the
population sex ratio since 2000. The rapid aging of population age structure takes the main effect on declining population sex
ratio. Year—after-year skewed sex ratio at birth has become the leverage that raises the population sex ratio in contemporary
China, and the high sex ratio at birth would cause life~course effects on the population cohorts since 1980s.

Empirical Study on the Quantitative Relationship between Institution Quality and Human Development Index
Yang Xiugang Lu Xianxiang *21*
Based on the international panel data of 62 countries, with definitions of economic efficiency, economic freedom and the
economic justice, this paper has measured transaction cost and institutional justice and then compared China's institution
quality with the international average. Taking advantage of empirical study on the quantitative relationship between institution
quality and the human development index by means of multiple level mixed effective model and dynamic panel data model,
this study finds there are stable cointegration relationships between the QI and HDI, and the path of dependence among
them. The roles of economic freedom and efficiency have positive impacts on human development index, but the relationship
between justice and HDI is not synchronous because advanced human development index is normally with a price of scarify—

ing economic justice. Hence, the suggestions of policy are provided at the end.

China's Rural Surplus Labor Has Not Been Depleted: Evidence from Rural China Xu Qing and Others +33+

Existing studies provide controversial findings on whether China is approaching the Lewis Turning Point, which are based
on mere evidence from the urban labor market. This paper uses the provincial-level and county-level panel data in rural ar—
eas to address this issue. We find that there are labor shortage heterogeneities in the timing of Lewis Turning Point across
regions and production functions. Food production and the Primary Industry production in eastern areas had approached the
Lewis Turning Point by 2005, while there still existed abundant surplus labor in western rural areas. The meat production
had not approached the Lewis Turning Point by 2010 yet. Based on a rural household panel data in central China, it is
found that there still exists surplus labor in the rice and crop production. In conclusion, China still has surplus labor in the
rural areas. In this case, the government should relax the direct and indirect barriers for inter—region labor migration, so as
to promote the surplus labor in the central and west to make up for the labor shortage in the east.
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